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Mellissa Withers, PhD, MHS is Associate Professor at the Keck School of Medicine in the Department of 

Preventive Medicine. She is based at the USC Institute on Inequalities in Global Health. She also is also 

Director of the Global Health Program of the Association of Pacific Rim Universities, a non-profit network 

of 55 universities in the region. She received a PhD from the Department of Community Health Sciences at 

the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health with a minor in cultural anthropology. She also earned a 

Master’s in Health Sciences from the Department of International Health from the Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health and a BA in international development from UC Berkeley. Dr Withers 

is the editor of two books: Global Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health Across the Lifecourse, 

and Global Health Leadership: Case Studies from the Asia-Pacific. She has published more than 40 

scientific articles and serves on the editorial boards of six international global health journals. She also 

writes a blog on human trafficking titled Modern-Day Slavery for Psychology Today. 

 
Mulki, Ashwini Kamath; WITHERS, Mellissa.,2021, Human Papilloma Virus self-sampling performance in low-

and middle-income countries. BMC Women's Health, 21.1:1-11. 

Hsiao, Victor; WITHERS, Mellissa., 2021. Lessons learned from a community-based participatory research study 

with at-risk youth in Taiwan. 

Samaan, Jamil S., et al. 2021, Predictors of Healthcare Access and Utilization by Syrian Americans in the United 

States. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, 1-9. 

Nuguyen, Tuan T., et al. 2020, Social, economic, and political events affect gender equity in China, Nepal, and 

Nicaragua: a matched, interrupted time-series study. Global health action, 13.1:1712147. 

Hsiao, Victor; CHEN, Sunya; WITHERS, Mellissa. 2020, Community-based participatory research with at-risk 

youth: lessons learned from a Photovoice project in Taiwan. Journal of Health and Caring Sciences, 2.2:167-

179. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact : Prof. Yong Sik Ok, Director, APRU SWM Program (yongsikok@korea.ac.kr) 

Organized by : 

 
 

| 7 

mailto:mwithers@usc.edu

